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SUBJECT: WRAP-UP OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: (A) LIMA 1 150, (B) LIMA 0916, (C) LIMA 1331 

SUMMARY: FIVE OF THIRTEEN POLITICAL PARTIES ENROLLED FOR ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN. VOTER REGISTRATION ENDS. OVER MILLION NEW ELECTORS 
ADDED TO VOTER ROLLS. GOP RULES AGAINST PROPOSED CHANGES IN 
ELECTION LAW BUT ANNOUNCES FREE TV, RADIO, AND NEWSPAPER SPACE 
FOR PARTIES. POLITICAL CAMPAIGN HEATS UP AS PARTIES CRITICIZE 
GOP POLICIES. 

1 . AS OF FEB 16 FIVE OF THE THIRTEEN POLITICAL PARTIES THAT 
PETITIONED THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION (JNE) FOR ENROLL- 
MENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE JUNE 4 CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY ELECTION 
HAVE RECEIVED APPROVAL (REF A). THESE PARTIES ARE POPULAR ACTION 
(AP), THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT PARTY (PDC), THE NATIONAL COALITION 

OF WORKERS AND PEASANTS (FNTC), THE ALIANZA POPULAR REVOLUCIONARIA 
AMERICANA (APRA), AND THE PERUVIAN DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT (MDP). 

OF THESE ONE (AP) HAS BEEN "OFFICIALLY" ENROLLED AND THE OTHER 
FOUR "PR F.O VISION Al I ,Y"ENROI ,1 ,F.D. 

2. REGISTRATION OF NEW VOTERS ENDED FEB 10 (REF B). THE 
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JNE ESTIMATES THAT 350,000 NEW VOTERS REGISTRED IN LIMA 
ALONE, AND POSSIBLY 900,000 REGISTRED THROUGHOUT THE REST 
OF THE COUNTRY. THE MAJORITY OF THESE ARE 18-21 YEAR OLDS, 

WHO ARE ELIBIBLE TO VOTE FOR THE FIRST TIME. THOSE WHO 
FAILED TO REGISTER BY THE FEB 10 DEADLINE (AN ESTIMATED 
60,000) WILL HAVE ANOTHER CHANCE BEGINNING JULY 4, ONE MONTH 
AFTER THE ELCTION. HOWEVER, THEY WILL BE SUBJECT TO A FINE 
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OF 300 SOLES ($2.25) AND, UNTIL THEY REGISTER, WILL LOSE CERTAIN 
CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO CONTRACT 
MARRIAGE, SIGN CONTRACTS, SEEK EMPLOYMENT, AND TRAVEL WITHIN 
OR WITHOUT THE COUNTRY. VOTING IS MANDATORY FOR CITIZENS WHO 
ARE LITERATE (ILLITERATES DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE.). 

3. THE GOP RULED FEB 14 THAT THE CONTRO VERS AIL -PREFERENTIAL 
VOTE" STUIPULATED BY THE ELECTION LAW WILL REPAT WILL BE USED 
IN THE JUNE 4 ELECTION. THE JNE, FOLLOWING AN OFFICIAL PROTEST 

BY APRA, HAD RECOMMENDED THAT THE PREFERENTIAL VOTE NOT BE USED. 

THE PREFERENTIAL VOTE IS THE SYSTEM IN WHICH EACH ELECTOR 
VOTES FOR ONE PARTY AND ALSO FOR ONE CANDIDATE WITHIN THAT 
PARTY. (PARTIES HAVE UNTIL MAR 16 TO SUBMIT A LIST OF 100 
CANDIDATES.) WHILE THE NUMBER OF CANDIDATES WITHIN EACH PARTY 
WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE "CIFRA REPARTIDORA," OR ROUGHLY, 
PERCANTAGE OF VOTES RECEIVED, THE DELEGATES WITHIN EACH PARTY 
WILL BE THE INDIDIDUAL CANDIDATES RECEIVING THE MOST VOTES. 

SEVERAL PARTIES -APRA, MDP, AND THE POPULAR CHRISTIAN PARTY 
(PPC)— HAVE OBJECTED TO THE PREFERENTIAL VOTE AS TOO 
UNWIELDLY SINCE WITHTHIRTEEN PARTIES ON THE BALLOT THE 
VOTERS WILL HAVE TO CHOOSE FROM AMONG 1300 CANDIATES. THE 
GOP ALSO REJECTED APRA'S PETION THAT PERUVIAN CITIZENS 
LIVING OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTRY BE PERMITTED TO CAST ABSENTEE 
BALLOTS. 

4. THE JNE HAS PROMISED TO STUDY THE PETITION BY POPULAR 
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SOCIALIST ACTION (APS) THAT THE FEB 3 DEALINE FOR FORMING 
ELECTION COALITIONS BE EXTENDED. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL OF THE 
LEFTIST-ORIENTED PARTIES EXPRESSED INTREST IN A "UNIFIED 
COALITION OF THE LEFT," NO COALITION WAS REGISTERED WITH THE 
JNE PRIOR TO THE DEALINE. THE EMBASSY THINKS IT IS EXTREMELY 
UNLIKELY THE GOP WILL CHANGE ANY OF THE "RULES OF THE GAME," 
ESPECIALLY IN A CASE SUCH AS THIS WHERE THE ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
PARTIES OF THE LEFT WOULD BE THE ONES TO GAIN. 

5. THE GOP ANNOUNCED FEB 8 THAT POLITICAL PARTIES "OFFICIALLY" 

ENROLLED FOR THE ELECTION WILL RECEIVE FREE TV. RADIO, AND 
NEWSPAPER SPACE. BEGINNING APRIL 3 EACH PARTY WILL BE ABLE TO 

USE WITHOUT CHARGE A MAXIUMUM OF 18 TWENTY-MINUTES TV PROGRAMS 

AND 200 RADIO PROGRAMS OF THE SAME LENGTH. IN ADDITION, FROM 

THE MOMENT A PARTY IS "OFFICIALLY" ENROLLED IT CAN BUY UNLIMITED 

TV AND RADIO SPACE AT HALF THE USUAL CHARGE. COMMENT: THE 

GOP S LARGESSEE IN DONATING STATE-OWNED TV, RADIO, AND NEWSPAPER 

SPACE IS TEMPERED SOMEWHAT BY THE QUALIFICATION THAT POLITICAL PARTY 

PROGRAMSMAY NOT INTERFERE WITH SPACE ALLOTTED TO 

ALREADY SCHEDULED PROGRAMS. THIS SUGGESTS THAT A PARTY 

WHICH TOO FLAGRANTLY USES ITS "FRF,F,"TIMF, TO CRITICIZE THE 

GOP MAY SUDDENLY FIND ITSELF "SHUT OUT" BY "SCHEDULED PROGRAMS" 
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OR, AT THE MINIMUM, RELEGATED TO USING THE PUBLIC AIRWAYS AT 
OTHER THAN PRIME TIME VIEWING HOURS. 

6. ALTHOUGH AP IS THE ONLY PARTY OFFICIALLY ENROLLED, SEVERAL 
PARTIES— IN PARTICULAR, AP, PPC, AND APRA-HAVE BEGUN THEIR 
CAMPAIGNS. AP LEADERS SUCH AS SECRETARY GENERAL JAVIER ALVA 
ORLANDINI, CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE THEPOSITION OF EX-PRESIDENT 
FERNANDO BELAUNDE THAT THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY CANNOT BE 
LIMTED TO JUST WRITING A NEW CONSTITUTION BUT MUST HAVE 
LEGISLATIVE FUNCTIONS SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO CONVOKE A GENERAL 
ELECTION ON 1978 (INSTEAD OF 1980 AS CURRENTLY SCHEDULED BY THE 
GOP). VICTOR RAUL HAYA DE LA TORRE, LEADER OF APRA, IN A 
SPEECH FEB 13, CRITICZED THE GOP AND THE PERUVIAN REVOLUTION AS 
A "MODEL OF DISASTER AND FRUSTRATION." HAYA CONTINUES TO HINT 
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THAT HE WILL BE A CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY IN 1980, ALTHOUGH 
HE WILL BE 85 YEARS OLD AT THAT TIME. THE PPC OPENED ITS 
CAMPAIGN IN TACNA FEB 14 WITH A SPEECH BY ITS LEADER, LUIS 
BEDOYA REYES. BEDOYA CRITICIZD THE GOP FOR "RUINOUS"MISTAKES 
AND POLITICES. HE SAID THAT IF THE PPC IS ELECTED TO POWER IT 
WILL "OPEN THE DOORS TO FOREIGN CAPITAL." HE CONCURRED WITH 
AP THAT THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY MUST BE "SOVEREIGN" AND NOT 
LIMITED MERELY TO APPROVING THE REFORMS OF THE REVOLUTION. 

7. ALL THE POLITICAL PARTIES, RIGHT, LEFT, AND CENTER, 

ISSUED COMMUNIQUES THIS WEEK SUPPORTING THE GOP'S POSITION 
(REF C) ON THE ECUADOR BORDER QUESTION. 

8. ELIAS MENDO ZA HABERSPERGER, SECRETARY GENERAL OF AP S 
LIMA OFFICE, HAS CALLED FOR POLITICAL AMNESTY OF EXILED 
LEFTISTS IN ORDER TO "COMPETE WITH THEM IN THE POLITICAL 
DEBATE." UP UNTIL MENDOZA'S COMMENTS, THE CALL FOR POLITICAL 
AMNESTY HAD BEEN PRIMARILY CONFINED TO THE LEFTIST PARTIES. 

9. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE GOP HAS SHOWN NO WILLINGESS TO BE 
FLEXIBLE IN CHANGING ANY OF THE "RULES OF THE GAME" SUCH AS 
DISPENSING WITH THE UNWIEDLY PREFERNTIAL VOTE OR EXTENDING 
THE DEADLINE FOR PARTIES TO FORM ELECTION COALITIONS, IT DOES 
SEEM AS DETERMINED AS EVER TO FOLLOW THE SCHEDULE "WITHOUT 
FAIL" FOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN RULE. THE OFFER OF REE SPACE 

IN STATE-OWNED TV, RADIO, AND PRESS IS A PARTICULARLY PROMISING 
SIGN ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE FACT THAT THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES HAVE SHOWN NO WILLINGNESS TO MODERATE CRITICISM OF GOP 
POLICIES. 

DECON 12/78. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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